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interests, and he understood minor politics.    For
two years his  district had   been   submerged   by
Nationalist newspapers, posters and pamphlets; and
he told himself that when the moment came he, too,
could pretend to be a Nationalist, that it wasn't so
difficult to demolish traitors and acclaim the National
Army,   He had not feared his enemies sufficiently,
thinking that he could always do as they did, in
which he was mistaken.   Joseph Lacrisse had an
inimitable genius  for expressing   the   Nationalist
ideal.    He had hit upon one special sentence which
he frequently employed, and which always seemed
new and beautiful.     It was this : " Citizens, let us
all rise to defend our admirable Army against a
handful of cosmopolitans who have sworn to destroy
it.*'    This was just the thing to say to the electors
of the Grandes-Iicuties.     Repeated  .nightly, the
sentence aroused the whole meeting to great and
formidable enthusiasm.    Anselme Raimondin did
not hit upon anything nearly so good ; if patriotic
phrases occurred to him he did not deliver them in
the right tone, and they produced no effect.

Lacrisse covered the walls with tricolour posters.
Anselme Raimondin also made use of tricolour
posters, but either the colours were too washy or
the sun faded them; at all events, his posters had
a pallid appearance* Everything played him false,
every one abandoned him. He lost his assurance ;